Hirsh Laib Sussman’s
1935 Visit to Ponedel (Pandelys)

The Sussman News was a newsletter begun in March 1934 for relatives of the
Sussman family of Philadelphia. The family had emigrated from Ponedel (Pandélys),
Lithuania, and the newsletter carried stories of interest for family members in the United
States, Lithuania, South Africa, and Palestine. In May 1935, one of the editors, Hirsh Laib
Sussman, made a trip back to Lithuania to visit relatives and friends. The Sussman News
presented the notes from his trip in installments.

Hirsh Laib’s trip took him through France, Germany, Poland, and Lithuania. He also
made a side trip to Moscow, Russia. At the time, Germany was controlled by the Nazi
regime and Russia was part of the Communist-controlled Soviet Union. Within a few years,
the world Hirsh Laib visited in Lithuania was swept away.

The following pages contain the account of Hirsh Laib’s trip, beginning with his
departure eastward from Paris.
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guBSH LAIB'S IOG-BOOK (cont)
i KOVNO, Lithuanis

e, Wednesday, May 29, 1935
° ‘mogether With other tourists - I

s Paris, on May 25th at 11 P.M.
}a;ut eight o'clock on Sunday morm
33 (Mey 26) we were at the German
‘3order. Every passenger had to get

4 of the train, amd walk over to
;anlarge building - where we showed
::11 the money we had with us, Then
‘ sach person received a permit, al-
' jowing him to leave Germany - with
" 4hat sum of money.

The train on which I was travel-
pssgsed through Berlin and then
wgent direct to Warsaw (Poland). So
when I arrived in Berlin - at 5,00
P, M. I checked my baggage and went
out to "see™ Berlin. I had some se
ver hours to wait for the train to
Xovno, At midnizght I left Berlin &
~on Mynday morning (lay 27) - about
10,30, I was at the Lithuanian bor
der,

The necessary formalities over =-
we crossed into Lithuanis - at the
. 21ty of Kibart, Here the train con
iuctors changed, and a thorough in
Spection was made, of our baggsge,
Certain articles were taken away &
320t on to Kovno where duty has to
b paid.., Here in Kibart, I had a
Lost pleasant surprise, My brother
Feivel Zisman was there to meet me
(I had sent a telegram to him when
I was in Paris), I am still unable
Yo write about this "m2eting" with
37 brother. At a calmer moment - I
711l write details to you.

I am slresdy three days in EKovno
804 I have already spoien per tele
fhone four times with my sisters -
%ittel end Baileh - in Ponedel...I
£l2n to be in Ponedel tomorrow, on
hursday morning lsy 30. ly mother
3 avaiting me impatiently - and I
30 no less imratient.

#=i ')

Peivel's apartment has all kinds
of modern conveniences: telephone,
electricity, bath-room, hot & cold
water, etc, Kovno is now moderniz-
ed in its physical aspects, I will
now take g walk in the city - with
my brother-in-law, Jacob Vengerin,
who happens to be in XKovno now.

IOREDEL, Lithuarnia
Sunday, June 2, 1935
As mentioned before I arrived in
EKovno (now called EKaunsas), at 1,00
P,?. on May 27, On Wednesday night
May 29, I left for Ponedel (at pre
sent called Pandelys), and with me
went Feivel and our brother-in-lasw
Jacob Vengerin, We reached Ponedel
on May 30, at six in the morming..
My sisters (Mrs, Gitel Sher & Mrs.
Baile Vengerin) met us st the sta-
tion. Jacob took my baggage to the
house by horse and wagon while the
rest of us walked home, Halfway to
the house, my mother met us, and I
recognized her at once, I would've
kmown her anywhere although I have
not seen her for thirty years.

All dey Thursday and Friday were
spent in invtimate conversstion, On
Friday night, I was in the Bes Ea-
medrash (synagogue) & met mery ac-
quaintances of long ago. On Sstur-
day, a number of people were with
us for dinner, and we sang Zemiros
and otherwise entertained ourselv-
es8. The younger folkd of the town
came t0 the house on Saturday even
ing...My mother says that she will
not let me return to America right
8Wa87.... 1 asked her how long that
meant, She answered: "At lesst one
year!"... After Shavuos, I plan to
visit Russia....

On Friday, I visited some of the
poor hcmes in 2onedel, It is inmpos
Sible to picture the povertiy of ca
ny oI the homes, One can herdly be
lieve - that people can live under
such conditions,.,..llore, later,...
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Local News
On June 14th - Rubin

& Katie Hyatt moved to.

870 N. Fifth St. where
Ze has his place of bu
&lness, Years 8go they
dlready lived hers,
» Ida and Faye
Ssman motored to New
York, on June 25, with
fenry & Minnie Broder,
*0 visit Prank and Fan
Die Sussman and family
their new home.
On June 22n4 Henry &
Anie Broder returned
%0 Philadelphia from a
'?ip through the South
¥oere Henry sold suits
or the Middishade GCop
P2uy where he works,
Durins June thay tra
lzd thru lannessee,
sucky, Virszinia apg
vlend. They were in
Sty cities and towns,
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DAUGHTER BORN TO
MR. & MBS GILBERT VIOLF

4 daughter - Carrol
Ann - was born to Gil-
bett and Rose Wolf, of
Elizabeth, New Jersey,
at the Beth Israel Hos
pital i1 Newark (N,J,)
on Tuesday, June 18th,
Mrs Wolf is s daughter
of Mrs Jennie Sussman,

The editors congratu
late the Parents, wish
ing "Mazal Pov" to all
the relatives of "Migs
Carrol Ann",

Lu“UHHHIMlllll”lllulﬂ“”lllllll[ﬂllll[l“l“l”ﬂrﬂn

reporting to the Susg-
hanews from Memphis op
June 3; fronm Lexington
on the 7th; Horfolk onp
6/16; Salisbury on the
18th; and Frederick on
June 22,

In Norfolk, they vis
ited their cousins Jul
ius & Dora Robin, With
them they went to Cape
Henry, Virginia Beach,
and other resorts,

Naftali Sussman left
°on 8 vacation trip, to
Canada, on Priday June
28th. He went by auto-
mobile together with a
friend, Carlton Rosen-
stein, They plan to be
away for ten days,

Their first Stop was

(cont p,93)

Foreign News

EONEDEL, Lithuanis

A gathering in honor
of Hirsha Laib Sussman
Was given, on Saturday
night June 8th, at the
home of Flax & leller,
The hosts were Boris &
Gitel Meller ang Yitz-
chak, Shne-ur & Hannah
Flax, The latter & Git
el are brothers & Sis-
ters of Jacob Plex, of
South Africsa,

The twenty-five per-
Sons meking up the par
ty included the relat-
ives & leading Jews of
the towm, 1In addition
to the fine apg Plenti
ful "spreagn thers wag
dancing angd 8inging ac
Companied by g musical
instrument - Played by
Velvel Herring, It wasg
midnight when the Peo=-
Dle left for home,

JERUSALEM, Palestine
On June 5th - Mengel
and Zisel Sussmen were
8%t the grave of the fa
mous scholar Simon Hs-
tzadik, Hundreds of vi
Sitors were there, re-
citing the evening ser
Vice and Psalms. -
Recently, llendel snd
disel received rerman-
2nt visas gng vhey ncw
Day live in celastine,
8s long as they want,.

Faruen Baker (cousin of Lrg,
Cke>~ap & Jacob Kotzen)died on June

Dobra

(This page isg P. 85)
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2 FONEDEL, June 3, 1935
ispent the morning in writing let
.or8. Later - Jacob Vengerin and I
- B %o Boovener Road whers he has
N epair part of the road. Accord
\4:0 to the law each citizen in the
' :;zn is taxed with repsiring given
f;,rts of the rosd.

. We returned home at 3,00 P.M. In
mother's store I saw a Jaw come
in, He wasa dressed in old, patched
trousers, worn shoes with holes in
. them, and an old cost, On his back
} he carried a sack, and in his hand
- ke held a twig. He threw ths sack
on the floor and it began to move,
‘Mother greeted the man (whose name
- 1s Itza M-luntzer). From his sack,
ks pulled out two chickens, and my
mother bought them, This Itza ask-
ed for Laibzig and Mendel Sussman,
and for Mrs, Paye Zussmsn, whom he
imew well berZore they left for Ame
Tica, decades ago,

After dinner (at 4,00 P.M,) + my
8ister, Mrs Gitel Sher, and I visa
ited our gunt - Esther Lesh Heller
%o 13 not well, Then, we went to
the "pagtagn (post-office), the at
“endant of which is a young Lithua
aian girl in uniform,

IONEDRL, June 4, 1935

Poday is the Miark" (market day,
°r a fair), The marjet place reach
*S from the bridge to Birzer Road,
3d from Podjuleker Gas t111l Moshe
Srel’s gtreet (gee map, on p, 3 -
°T iscue of lay 27, 1934). The mar
S2% place was £illad with 7agons &
521> ovmers (zentilas), all morn-

1
‘83 tha wazons lled by many lean
\‘1__? g0nS pu 7 v

horses, came into
direction,

town, from every

I walked among the erowd, to see
what was being sold, Here was oats
and flax-seed; there, ducks, chick
ens, and eggs, Horses ani cows are
no longer sold in the main market,
Another market, behind Pod joileker
Gass is now used; and pizs asre now
80ld. near the train station - in a
medern way, There is s "laistags" -
(cooperative organization) and the
Maistas representative weighs the
pigs and pays the farmers a speci-
fied, set price, There is no hagg-
ling or bargaining about brices,,.
The pigs are loaded on trains, and
Sent to slaughter-houses in Ponivi
ez (a nearby city),

Near the "Svintar" (the church),
are many booths where are solgd all
kinds of crosses, candy, toys, and
dozens of other small articles,Not
far away, are men's hats, earthen
pots, & even "ladeeshes™ - earthen
Jars, with inseriptions "for Pagg-
over™ in Yiddish, Apparently, left
over gocds from before Passover,..
In snother Section, villagers sell
Pig-meat and "Vurst™, also baigel,
Noise and haggling everywhere, Jew
ish "merchants", from Rakishok and
other nearby towns, run around be-
tween the 7agons, sample the goods
and buy and sell it, One thing is
noticeably absent from the market-
place -~ flax, Now, it is bought &
80ld by cooperative organizations)
although at one time, it was alto-
gether in Jewish hands,

I returned to the "krom" (store)
which was now full of women & men,
villagers, My mother and Sisters -
Gittel and Bailg - and Jacob
rin were busy gerving then,

The rush 18 due to the fact that
at 2,00 2,11, the villagers must be
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= & gve the market-place, The

eand by 4.00 P.M,,
yi3P° 1ot slready. Men and women

”}{1't cleaners sSweep up the mark-

$37% " . and within en hour there

thP“ev{denCe of any business hav

"jiaken place - the market-place

g 80 clean.....

B, Le

‘ﬁéoday - I was visited by Yechiel

;‘ﬂe apd his deaughter Rivkah - of

?.% shishik, Yechiel is the brother

‘g ¥rs, 2isleh Levin (of Philadel=
Tuig)..s We spent several hours to

ther, I also saw Yosel Ginsberg,
,‘;mkishok...ﬂe is the brother of
¥ayer Ginsberg of Staten Islsnd,..
5o resembles Meyer -- and if Yosel
gould shave off his beard, I would
gwear thet he is lleyer, His father
grtzik is old snd weak...and I pro
gised him - that I will visit them
8% their home in Rakishok...

~ IONEDEL, Mon., June 10, 1935
- On Wednesday night June 5, I was
in synagogue for "lsariv", One Jew
48ked me, whether I was in America
81l the time since I left Ponedel?
€2 does not believe it, and says;:-
’An American doesn't spesk such an
€2cellent Yiddish and doesn't come
tc shul on weekdays," He continues
"I know this from seeing the other
izericans who visit here". Onm June

(Thursday), I received the first

3Smanews which I did not help to
prepare....

. ALl of the first day Shavuos (on
‘ine 7) we spent at the synagogue,
% home, apd in teking a walk, The

®aief event of the day was the re-

%%iving of a telegram from Samuel,
(?fnie, Louis & Mollie Sussmsn and
““Sir children wishing us all "Gut
“atevyn, of course, a special "Le-
~SH=-gin" was deank,,

The second day Shavu-os (June 8)
W8S more interesting, We all arose
late (nine o'cloeck). Jacob Venger-
in and I went to shul, Of the four
Synagogues that Ponedel had, there
are only two remaining: the "neuer
minyan" (now an old building near-
ly falling apart), and the "altexn
Bes Hamedrash recently built. When
the Jews retutned to Ponedel after
the World War, they found that the
"Shtiebel™ was in ruins, The "kal-
te shul" was torn down last year.,.
because it was so old,

After services, Jacob spent some
time in study with other Jews - he
is their teacher, After this, they
went to the Rabbi'’s home for "b-ro
chah™, I went home, recited kidush
for my mother and waited for Jscob
to return home, He came at one P.K
and after the meal we went out for
8 walk, 7e met other "promenaders”
too, At five, in the afternoon, we
visited a grsndchild of one Moishe
Ber, & later we visited relatives,
members of the Flax family,

All stores were closed yesterday
(Sundey). It was s Christisn holi-
day - "Sheminkes” (pentecost)...TVe
Spent the day at home...Jacob went
to the synagogue to bring home our
"taleisim".In Ponedel, one doesn't
carry anything on Shabos,....ifter
prayers and breakfast, Velfke Groo
nes (Velvel Herring) visited us, &
he wanted to talk to me.So we went
for a walk in "Pusten-sod", He ask
ed for advice - about migrating to
America, His brothers in orcester
(Mass), slready sent him the neces
Sary papers; but he wants to go to
Falestine,,., It is interesting that
everyone is thinking about leaving
for some other place, Zven ny bro=-
ther-in-law Jacob Vengerin discuss
ed this matter with me...’e return
ed nome,,..fter suppsr - 3 certain
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je (Tovalis Zalbas of Shroobi
can2 into the house, He want
' o see end gpeak with the "Ame-
o ¥ "o, spoke in "English", and
- #4%% per we took a walk outside of

ﬁ ::: tOWRee e

_ ppis morning (Monday) although I

. poge e8Tly (six A M,) = I already
at,nnd my mother reciting her morn-
3. .g prayers, & Gittel was imeading

-+ agh for baking. The maid (s gen-

i¢ile) was preparing tea in the "Sa
i gover". In the street it is quiet.
[ '3 few wagons with cans of milk are
‘passing. The villagers deliver the
"t pilx to the "Pena-Tzentra" (s cen-
4ral milk station). A Jjewish team-
ster is taking a passenger to Raki
ghok,...Otherwise, the town is very
quiet...I open the shutters on the
windows of our store,..Now-a-days,
‘gtores msy be open only ten hours,
from eight in the morning till six
et night..I sit down near the "tom
bank" (counter) in the store, & be
gin to write this letter.....There
i3 too much free time on hand...

Conaimel nd g g

KAUNAS, Thurs. June 13, 1935.
My sisters (Mrs, Gittel Sher and
¥rg Baileh Vengerin) and I arrived
in Kovno yesterday., We will remain
here till Sunday night (June 1l6) &
then, we return to Pandelys., While
here (in Ksunas), I already arrang
ed for my return passage to Ameri-
ca, on the S,3. Normandie, leaving
Havre (FPrance) on Bednesday August
l4th,, .y mother wantad me to stay
in Ponedel for one year....
; My sister-in-law (Liebe Blumeh,
{ ‘he wife of Peivel Zisman) and her
§ Children and a meid left for their
Summer vacation on June 1llth., They
:nt to Xolatovah, a summer resort
%ar Zaunas, Feivel will be there,
*3® th: Sabbaths, only......7e plan
%0 vigit them in Kolatovah,
————

N 2 vme i e S vrsew

S e 3 ¥ Xl g

Next week - I and my brother-in-
law Jacob Vengerin expect to visit
friends in Rakiskis (Rakishok).His
parents live there, too....0n June
23, I plen to leave for Moscow (So
viet Russia),...My best regards to
each and every member of the fami-
ly. It is nigh impossible to write
frequently to each one individual-
1F7cee

(NOTE: The following letter is dat
ed from Ponedel, but the post-mark
reads "Kapiskis", We demand an ex-
plantion from Hirsh Laib,..Editor)

PONETDEL Tuesday June 18, 13935
Yesterday, I returned from Kovno
and found two letters from Dr Sam-
uel Sussman and one from Uncle len
del (of Jerusalem),.This was a real
treat,.,...Being away f£from "home", a
letter is much appreciated....Life
in Ponedel is generally monotonous
- gand were it not for my relatives
I wouldn'!t be able to remein there
for any length of time,

The street is lifeless except on
the market-day, Here & there, sits
a storekeeper near his booth half-
asleep, A villager (a poyer) rides
past in his small wagon, palled by
a lesn horse, and disturbs the qui
et....wo strong, Lithuanian girls
remove the grass that grows on the
pavement.,... A woman (goyeh) car-
ries a "nastze vaser" (two buckets
of water hung on a bar, resting on
her shoulders),..She got the water
from the pump in the center of the
marked place, She walks barefooted
on the pointed stones of the pave-
ment, stepping so lightly -- as if
she were walking on a carpet.,.The
druggist, long-bearded, & his head
shaven, sits on a bench in fromt of
his store. He is waiting for Msick
customers”...for in his drug-3tors
one carnot buy "ledai" (ice-creen)

(continued naxt rage

[
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his custom-

In passing - I want

- g3® gi: thet it is customary here,

-
B L T R T )

4 AL w4 w8

r,0 B

from Mendel's letter:"Hirsh Laib -
I can tell you that the Susspanews
helps us rem2in in Jerusalem,lt is
a wopbthy undertaking".,.l also re-
ceived a letter from Africa...They

have off the hair of the head; | write that "Fehler and Flax bought

R 1 em quite in style... lots for the erection of 2 houses,

“33é and this will be done later",,,Re-
jf& em plessed to heer that our of | gards to everyome in the family.

gice gtaff is doing well...l quote | (HOTE: More next issue.....Bditor)
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LOCAL NEWS (cont)
(£rom page 85)

B

ot the home of his sis

ter (¥rs, Fennie Suss-
gsn) in New York. They
eontimmed the Jourmey,
sn June 29 - along the
gtorm King Highway and
visited Albany, on the
vay to Saratoga Spgs..

A MEGILILAH
4 20-in-one letter was
zailed - to Hirsh Laib
3uzsamen in Ponedel, on
July 2 in scroll form.
The letter was "in pro
daction™, from June 26
to July 1. It included
z83sages from 20 rela-
tives and friends -~ of
iirsh Laib, rounded-up
57 Dr. Samuel Sussman.
15 the latter, & to Mr
<snry Broder we are in
debted for the follow-
inz statistics: Unroll
ed, the gisnt-dispatch
Eeaaured 21 feet; indi
"idually counted - the
i9tal pumber words was
<0und o0 be 3276scscee

S - - - — - — —

\‘On July 2, Israel R.
“432man & Henry Broder
‘Er :

n llewr York; Hen=-

[P

On June 23 - Maurice
Levine was in Brooklyn
on 8 visit to his cous
ins,

Jacob & Sarah Zussman
moved from their apart
ment to another one in
the same house (Sunder
land Apts., 35th & Pow-
elton Avemue),They are
now located on the 3rd
floor.

Morris Sussman (from
Brooklyn) was in Fhila
delphia on Sunday June
30th, for the day.

On Thursday, June 20
Morris and Lillian Ie-
vine left for New York
where he abtended the
convention of the Uni-
ted States Army Ambul-
ance Service, at Penn-
sylvania Hotel,

Dr. Seamuel, Jennie &
Rebecca Sussman, toge-
ther with Mollie, HNosi
& Florence Sussmen mo-
tored to Atlantic City
on July 1lst, The child
ren spent the dey - on
the beach, while the o
thers attended the con

OUT-0F-TOWN NEWS

(cont from page 89)
and Ida Stutman, Famny
Hausmsn (oldest deugh-
ter of Dina Raisa) and
Philip & Hannah Rosen.

BRONX, N.Y.

Morris & Ray Sussman
and their children (on
June 23) were in lount
Vernon, N,Y., on a vis
it to their cousins lir
& Mrs, Harris Sussman.
On the same day, Harry
and BetKie Finkelstein
(of Brooklyn - the sis
ter of Morris) slso vi
gsited in Mt, Vernon.

BALTIMORE, )Md.
Florence apd Sidney
Stutmen (on June 23rd)
motored to Washington,
to visit a sick friend
- and on June 27 Abe &
Ida Stutmen were there
on a combinstion busi-
ness & visiting trip.

Harry Sussmen visited
his sister (Pennie)and
ker fonily in Iew Yori

7 2c» business snd Is | 7ention of the Zionist| on June 29th,
232l 24r plessure, Organization, = = = | ==-ceeccec-cc-cocooa--

M S O W B Y
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Z .. This 1s the fourth install
?’ogg.f the Log=-2o0k, which was be

on page 74 and continued on pp
€% 3 90. Tramslated from the Yid
ff;; st the request of the author)

" Ponedel, Fri. June 21, 1935
" Jpout my visit to RAKTSOK, which
‘5‘2gw cslled Rakiskis, To go from
lgnedel to Rakiskis is not an easy
:,tter. If you want to go by train

ycn must get the "small rail-road"

in Ponedel and go to Skapiskis and
gsit there a few hours for enother
grain going to Rakisok., This jour-
zey takes some eight hours (includ
ing the waiting. NOTE: Raskiskis is
sdout fifteen miles, in a straight
line, from Ponedel). You can also
go to Rakisok by bus; but there is
only one bus between Birz and Raki
gok (psssing through Ponedel). And
this bus has been hired at present
ty & company of actors of the gov-
ernment theatre of Kovno....Hence,
there is no bus: running now.....So
Jacob Vengerin and I used the well
fnown, old method of trsvel, using
horse and wagon., We went to Rakis-
kEls on Wednesday June 19. We spent
°nly eight hours in this town.

Rakiskis gives the impression of
2 larger, more developed town than
Ponedel, "Respublic Gass" (former-
7, Ksmayer Street) is & long wide
T08d, If instead of the old houses
this street would have newer homes
~ it would appear like "Lsin St.m,
iz & gmall American town. The mar-
L2t plsce of Rakisok iS muoh small
©r then the one in Ponedel., Om the
Other hend, Rakisok hes mony build
inzs of which, even Kovno wouldn't
%&Ve {0 be ashamed.

These buildings sre in the newer
Pert of the town which was develop

ed in recent years, The Lithuenian
Bank, on Kaunss 3treet, is quite s
fine building, I spent ten minutes
in the benk, and business is quiet
there, It was s busy place years s
80 - when the Jews were engaeged in
the flax trade, Rakisok wes an im-
portant cemter for flax., Since the
government took over the flax busi
ness, 1t is quiet everywhere & the
Jews practicelly lost the mesns of
meking & living, Today, the "rich"
Jews are those who receive dollars
or pounds, from their relatives in
America or in the British Empire,

Rakisok hss s new post-cffice, g
hospital, & court of Justice, a Li
thusnian Gymnssium (School) -- & s
prison. Among the Jewish buildings
the following must be mentioned:--~
three synagogues (& Bes Eamedrash,
8 Shtiebel, & the "Griener Minyan"
because it is painted green); the
Talmud Torash (a large wuoden build
ing, 2-stories high); a bath-house
and a Mikvsh,....About four hundred
Jewish femilies live in Rakisok, &
they have three shochatim, and one
Babbi...

First, we stopped at the home of
Ber Hirsh and Yacheh Vengerin, the
Parents of my brother-in-law Jscob
Vengerin, Cake and whiskey was serv
ed. Before we left the town we ate
supper there,

Then, we visited Ortzik Ginsberg
(the father of Meyer snd Sol Gins-
berg of Staten Island). He was esat
ing breakfast when we entered the

~house, At first glence I thought I

Saw Meyer with 8 long white beard,
So alike do they look,,.With tesars
in his €yeS, he listeped avidly to
Oy words about lieyer & Sol & their
fanilies, He asked that they write
more often that they have done un-
til now... From gnother room --- 8
Jsoung, pretiy girl came in, snd in

i
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"¢ ,,ced herself ss Fenny Ginsberg
'Lf"auiks dsughter). A number of de
{7783 g were served including tea
: gake, taiglach, etc...We spent
saW hOUTS there, Later, she went
# ° us to her brother Yosel, & we
'i‘d.him, hig wife and two deugh-
ﬁg at home, His two sons weren't
‘f pome, then.
#% o loft Rakisok in the evening &
resched Ponedel at 1l o'fclock...0n
way, We passed through RADUTA,

.
.
“’
e
A
-

‘:iz birthplace of my aunt Chaye Ma

(Mrs. Zavel) Sussmen. Of the en
yire place, there are left only, &
gew small houses & the delapidated
synegogue . (Raduta is a very small
gamlet near Bakisok).

Moscow, U,3,.3.R.
Thursday, June 27, 1935
Comrade Samuel! I really have no

‘$ime to write much.Hslf of the day

pa3ses in sightseeing with the In-

- tourist guides and the rest of the

day, I am busy "seeing things", by
ryself, Jacob Vengerin's uncle and
sister live in Moscow, & they help
ze in sightseeing., I went to ted -
lagt night - about two A.M., & now
(7,00 A,M,) I am writing to you in
8 hurry, because at 9,00 o'clock I
must be at 8 clothing factory that
{3 about. one and 2 half hours dis-
tance from Moscow, This factory is
20t on the list of places shown by
the Intourist, & I have to pay the
interpreter who is with me.

Here are some of the
things I saw..‘....‘

D - - an A AR D ap W D - . - — -

SHE 7CRX3 HARD

A houge is being psinted, Both men

"td woren are working. They are on
1 3caffold, All but one women wear
C¥eralla., 'his woman wears a dreas
~ tut ske holds the dress, Tolded,
{n ope hapd between her legs while

peinting with the free hand. Appar
ently, she dces not want others to
gee how hard she is working...

WITEQUT SHOES

I was riding from the station in a
beautiful, large open limousine, I
noticed that the people don't wear
shoes.,.. They ere wearing rubbers,
"Laptses" (shoe® of bark or straw)
and "nagenehs™ (footwear of woven,
flat reeds), Others walk barefoot.
One sees very few natives, wearing
leather shoes,..

L3G3
I am in the park,where young girls
are drilling, A tall, young man is
in commsnd, "Raz, dva, tri!" Again
"Raz, dva, tri" he commands, & the
girls merch in time, I watched the
marchers for an hour, and I wanted
to go away, My friend (who is with
me, and who experienced all the ac
tivity singe the "Bevolution®) re-
fuses to leave, He says: "Lets see
more", I asked, "What"? Apd he an-
swered paively: "The beautiful legs
of the Sirlanocooo

IN THE SUBWAY
The Moscow subway is the latest a-
chievement of the Sovizt. It is so
beautiful, so decorstive & so con-
venient! On one of the stations, I
was smoking a cigasrette. The train
arrived, and as I entered, I threw
away the cigarette on the ground..
"Povaristch, tovaristch!™, 8 guard
began to call me, "Pick up the cig
arette™, he said, and showed where
it should be put away (in a can)..
Then he thanked me: "Spasiba .,

INTERNATIOHNAL
I bought some cerds and stamps, in
the hotel, and gave the cashier en
American Dollar, for the ten cards
& stamps, She tells pe, that it is
not enough. 30 I give her more mo-
ney (ten Lithuanian Lit),., low, ske
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me change: an Ameriocsn quar-
3 two English shillings, & few
$#71 - pfennig, some Fremch coins,
-;;gmz few Lithusnisn cents....

:

, SOCIALISM
gn in the lobby of the Hotel "No
1 Moskovekaya", A young man and a
rl enter, They appear to be "Rus
gignified” - this being recogniza-
yle by the unpressed, baggy trous-
ars of the man, & by the white cot
son dress of the girl and her bare
geet in slippers...They go over to
gome Americen tourists, kiss, & be
to speak in Yiddish, A tourist
gsxs the girl as $o what she is do
in Russis, and she answers en-
thusiastically: "Mir boyen dem So-
sislism!"

: GOING AND COMIRG

¥alle goiag thru a large iron foun
dry, I stopped to watch 8 man work
ing. "American?" he asks me, "Yes"
I answer, "How are things in Ameri
ca?" he querries, To meke him feel
better, I ssy "Bad".,, "Oh" he an-
gwers, "If I could only return, to
Americal!™..eeeees. That same even
ing, in the restaurant, I spoke to
% tourist from Denver, Colorado., I
8zked him, as to the length of his
tour in Russia. He snawered :- "One
Zonth, But I will try to stay here
forever, I like Socialism, and I'm
D0t going back"..e..

SERVICES
‘2 Friday, I went to the synsgogue
(Chor Shul) & heard a good chazan.
*0re Jews were in the Chor Shul at
E2rvices than in all the three syn
820z3ues in Wynnefield.....

LARRIAGSE

© %22 parrisge buresu, I witness-

fl taree weddings, By my time, the
‘4res ceremonies book a total,..of

~

& DIVORCE

- )

<

|

Saturday or

'twenty ninutes,,... In the divorce

department I waited snd waited but
none took place. I walked away dis
appointed,...

Moscow, June 28, 1935
I think it is Fridsy todey, Per-
haps it is Saturdey or Thursday or
some other dsy, Deys do not have a
ny names in Russis, Only the month
ly dates are counted,,. The sixth,
twelfth, eighteenth, twenty-fourth
and thirtieth of each month -- are
the days of rest. Those who are re
ligious (keeping Saturdsy,. or Sun-
day) are sad, because only once in
8ix weeks does a rest dey come, on
Sunday.,.I was talking
to a girl in in the Intourist bur-
eau, and told her that I want to vi
8it the clothing factory not later
than Saturday, She did not know.tQ
what day I was referring, I showed
her my calendar & pointed out that
it occurs on June 29,,.3he told me
that before the Revolution, people
used to count time this way,...

Yesterday I spent three hours in
the clothing factory (men's)., Mam
facturing of suits is a new innovas
tion in Russia, Before the Revolu-
tion, clothes were made to order -
by a tailor,.,I visited factory #6
of the "Moskva-3Svi" (Clothing fac-
tory of Moscow)., It is in a "pere-
oolak" (2 narrow lane) - in an old
house., Eighty percent of the work-
ers sre women and girls, A central
factory supplies the out goods - &
the latter is distributed to thir-
teen sewing plants. In the factory
I visited, thirty-five hundred per
Sons work, and 1800 suits and 1000
extra pents are msde every dsy,The
operations on the coat are divided
into 122 parts, and everythins is
done by machine. The cloth, is the
chespest that cen be msde (rsgoze)
- 0F mstted rushes. \ better grade
of cloth is mesde in some places,..
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st TA7B'S LOG-BOOK (cont). stend), Then, he said to me:- "Ret
;gﬁﬂ ihr efshar esperanto?”, I answered

S guits are sold in government | "A shailah", & I spent the rest of
182 "“rne price per suit (of the | the trip with this Jew from Kowvmo,
"’reséariety) is forty-nine ruble | Apparently the Yiddish language is

L) pikes,..The people work useful in many pleces,

:KO
b "egsgs and rest one day...& the

472 7 day is six hours amd forty MOSCOW, Honday, July 1, 1935
3‘%1;'95. The workingmen get annual Yesterday, I saw a parade, given
o &= .ions of four weeks, with pay.| at the "Red Square™ in Moscow - by
| "’ci a workingman falls sick he igs | the Sports and Athletic clubs; and
: f'zfd nis wages in full weekly, for| it was impressive, I stood near to
3 -;eriod of three months & he also| Stalin end Voroshilov,..Indeed, it
R ta free medical service, hospit-| was well worth while to stand, for
B & medicines, when necessary, g8ix hours to see the parade - made
e up of 115,000 persons, They demon-
= gome of the girls recelve wages, strated all kinds of sporte and ac
| ,gounting to 150 ruble per month &| robatic stunts, including boxing &
" yns more skilled workers get wages| ballet-dancing. '
38 high as 400 ruble a month, This
maked an aversge of 250 rubles per I plan to remain in Moscow a few
ponthk, which is not enough for liv| more dsys, because there are so ma
~ {ng expenses (for a family) in Mos| ny things I still want to see, Not
sow, The foreman told me, that the only do I visit factories but also
yorkers cen buy their necessities,| clubs, stores (noting the price of
chesper, in government stores, various articles)...l am busy see-
ing things, I will leave koscow on
I arrived in Moscow at five P.l, | July 4th. I should stay here long-
on Monday June 24, after a twenty-| er, amd visit other cities besides
eight hour journey from Fonedel by Moscow; but time does not permit.
train, An sutomobile from the "In-
- tourist"™ took me to the Hotel Mos~ My general feeling in regards to
¥ovskaya - a fine place - for even| Russia is that - just, as in other
8 city like New York... I am incon| countries, so here - there are sha
venisnced becsuse I can't converse| dows and lights; and it depends on
in Russian, However, in-the hotel,| how you look at the country., There

YRIAT o I 1 g o e CA 0 S | )
TR Xy

{XE

i

English is spoken. is one thing certain: in the Sovi-
et country, one lives more calmly,
ESFERANTO than in America, Although one does

Thile on the train to Moscow (on| not have as many conveniences, Con
Sunday June 23) I saw a man who ap| ditions in Russia are much better,
Peared to ke an American...l 8s8ked| today, than they were some years a
Aim i{f ha speaks English and he an| go, There is food for everyone and
Swered "He pomemayu”, then "Ne sap unemployment is unknown, Whst else
ranteh" (meaning - I do not under-| does the avrage person needf.eeess
—_— e

B et T L Y At el s £

CUT-07-707N HEWS the Esplanade Concerts | also attended a dance,
(cont. from Pe 97) | (on July 10), given on | given at the opening
224 uncie, Sersh & Ha- | the Charles River Bas-| of the United Jew, Ap-
23n RWbin, in by musicisns of the real on Juns 26°%h.
------------- Boston Symphony Orches
Frisda Davidow was at| tra, Recently, she

e ——

]
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2L LITHUANIA
.. poNBDEZ,

s Jacob Vengerin
P by

“wish beT gunt Mrs, Es-
¥jer lesh Pehler to ar
i for the latter’s
jon at Bardonoye,
- Poniviez. BEsther
$.ah is the mother of
%! Eeller, of Philadel
~ia, She will stay at
2grdonoye for a month.
a#itel returned to Eone
dsl on July ninth.

girsh Laib (Sussman)
plens to leave Ponedel
gbout August the first
on his way back to the
Tnited States, He will
be in Kovno, for a few
days, snd then proceed
to Havre (France) - to

. 8ail on the Normandie,

leaving August l4th.

Jacob Vengerin spent
ten days in Kovmo from
June 26th to July 7th,
indergoing a tonsillec
tomy, He is back in Po
dedel & feels better.

On Tuesday July 9th,
Bereh Hirsh and Yocheh
Vengerin (of Rakishok)
¥ere in FPopnedel to vi-
81t their son Jacob, &
Other relastives there.
They returned home, on
the same day.

Ortzik Ginsberg and
13 daughter Fanya, of
Zdzhok, 1l2ft on July
ta for Dutelin (a sra
Bear Riga, lLatvia) and

;1) 4

-
D

AID

will remain there
the summer a*t the
home of Ortzik's dsugh
ter (Mrs Hannsh Vegen-
heims) who lives in Du
belin, Hannah and Fean-
ya are sisters of Myer
Ginsberg of Staten Is-
land, New York.

JERUSALEM, Palestine
On Thursday July 18,
Mendel & Zisel Sussman
left Haifa (Palestine)
for Naples, Italy; end
from there they sailed
on the Italian steemer
Rex, for New York,

- - S - D D - D . D . — - - - =

JOEANHESBURG (AFRICA)
Prom Mrs, Mushe Fehler
July L, 1935
Dear cousin Samuel,
.ssAltho we have not
yet received mail from
Hirsh Laib, we already
know from "Susamanews"
that he arrived safely
in Kovno,., We also read
the detailed story, of
his departure for Eur-
ope.In this connection
I again must comment a
bout the velue of this
small family paper, re
ceived by us from such
a great distance - and
which brings the fami-
ly so neer to us, With
out the paper we would
know so very little of
our fgmily --- for how
tuch does one write in
a letter?
..17e bought two lots
on wshich we will build

LETTERS

houses for ourselves =-
that is, one for us, &
one for the Flax fami-
ly - with whom - until
now - we lived togeth-
er, The houses will be
erected this year - as
goon 38 the cold weath
er permits - for it is
winter now in our coun
try.

...The children (Ber
ney & Lillie Fehler, &
Bessie Flax) now have
the midwinter vacation
from school, for an en
tire month.,.,.The girls
are studying for their
music examinations,...
Te are quite busy, and
only from time to time
do we "go out". Recent
ly, my husband (Jacob)
& I attended a Yiddish
folk-songs concert,

e eoesS0me months 830,
Hirsh Laib inquired a-
bout a certain Ur Gins
berg (a brother of ley
er, of Staten Island).
I met him,,.He came to
our home, & he was sur
prised to hear news a-
bout his brothers & of
his friends.I gave him
the "Sussmanews" where
he found the addresses
of his brotkers,.

e+ ,4ith best regards
from us to all our re-
latives, I en,

Your cousin,
lfushe Fehler

(LIOTE: This letter was
translated from the Yi
dishnt...l"‘."&:dC)

Esataaioei0 100000301081 00) 191808 000081000531 10Destasl sotantanifol
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ig the fifth installment and
revious parts are on pages 74
iﬁaop_ 90 - & 99, Trans, by S.S..)

MOSCOW, July 3, 1935
In the hotel where I stay, there
other Louis Sussmen, and meny

'1’g;gderstandings arose therefrom.

w88 jpvited by an "aunt"; & "sis
taT8 apd children™ came to see me.
1 was called on the telephone; but
nrelatives™ all spoke in

poesisn, We understood one another
1ery 1ittle...The other Louis 3Suss
g=n already departed and I did not
3sve 8n opportunity, to become ac-

winted with him perSOnally...-

PONEIEL, July 8, 1935
While in Moscow, I spent many an
evening with Jacob Vengerin's cou-
sins who live there; & when I left
Moscow on Thursday July 4, at 7,00
?.M, - they came to the statiomn to
b:d me farewell....One of them ex-
pressed the wish that we soon meet
again in Moscow; and the other one
hoped that we meet in Palestine,..
Both live in MosScowW,..S0 try to un
derstand Communism!

I entered the train, and went to
the compartment assigned me by the
"Intourist",..Ilt was a small room,
for two persons - with two berths,
upper and lower, for sleeping quar
ters, Ly companion (whom I already
found there) was an 0ld woman,.. I
{21t gort out of place...She was a
Russian gentile travelling to Riga
(Latvia) end did not seem disturb-
®d at gll because of me - her male
Comrarion... But I protested...and
Ehe conductor changed my quarters.
407 - T was in a compartment, with
i Puggian official who was travell
33 %o Polozt, His baggage consist

‘1l 07 fice packeges of cizarettes.
B2n he left the trein at 8.00 A.lM
B

- four pasckages were empty...How a
person csn smoke one hundred cigar
ettes in cne night, I do not under
gtend, I had a8 headache for sever-
al hours from the cigarette smoke,
even after he had left.

At ten in the morming, July 5th,
we arrived at the "port of entry",
Bigosava, where the custom offici-
als carerully examined every piece
of paper in my baggage. Nothing of
mine was taken away. Only four pas
gengers remained in the train now,
when i¥ entered Latvia,.....One of
the passengers spoke German, and I
became acquainted with him,He told
me thet he works in Zussia, but is
a citizen of Latvia, He was travel
ing to Dvinsk (now named Dogpolos)
to visit his parents - while he is
on vacation, Russian money mey not
be taken out of the country-- & he
received a receipt at the border -
for his money -~ 910 rubles - which
he will get back when he'!ll return
to Russia, I asked him, if he were
gure that he will get that money..
So my Germen friend answered thus:
"Gevis.. Es iz mein gelt., Ich hod
es KOSHER ferdient.."

In Dvinsk, I changed trains, and
my companion this time was an offi
cial of Latvia, He carried a large
basket of strawberries, and he ate
and ate, not even raising his head
for a mimute,... At the Lithuanian
border, he left the trsin, and his
basket was half-empty, & his lips
were red as if painted.,...fhe lLat-
vian custom officers took away the
Russian newspapers "Pravda", & the
"loscow Daily NHews™ -- whicn I had
with me...

In Abel (at the Lithusnizn bord-
er), the custom officials examined
ny bszggurse and left it in a8 =—ess,.
just kasheh,....0ld socks oized up
with fresh "zwieback",..ny bedroom
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ers, wrepped in a clean shirt
tlipfrty handkerchiefs on my tooth
".:e and bmshoooomy hair brush &
7ed cheese, in neighborly contact
AFF summer suit which was press-
‘:'peatly - Was now so creassed and
“ioted that it looked like native
1otheS.e..Finally I was permitted

go close my valise and I left,

. 1 arrived in Skopishik, at 3,10,
in the afternoon and I expected to

a horse and wagon for me from
Popedel, I hed written to my relat
jyes, the week before,...But there
ga8 noO wWagon...lt was Friday sfter
goon...a8nd I must arrive in Poned-
¢l before Shabbos; for in Ponedel,
gzabbos is Shabbos..., A Lithuanian
goachman was nesr the station with
kis horse and wagon.He walked over
and asked where I wanted to go, By
aow I can already spesk Lithuasnian
- & I told him that my destination
vas Ponedel,..He gave me 8 rate of
geven lits for the journmey.,..I of-
fered him four lits...BEe went down
¥ 8ix, & I came up to five..., Fin
2lly, we arranged the journey, for
five lits and twenty cents,.. Soon
¥8 were on our way...The roads are
iust being built, and they are cov
*Ted with sand and stomes, so that
‘2e wagon Mdanced™ over the road.I
2214 on to the wagon with one hand
i2d with the other hand, I kept my
dandkerchief over my head,,,.t0 pro
‘ect myself from the rein,,.

At five 4'clock Friday afternoon

&lready wes et my mother's home,
‘0 Ponedel. They were worrted, why
they hadn't heard from me, The let
“er whioh I gent, they did not re
®2ive, Then we were eating "kugel™
1 Saturday, the letter arrived...
Stayed homes all day Saturday, to
journey.

l am )

-
AN s

~=30 Zrom the

PONEDEL, Thursday July 11, 1935

To spend two months in Ponedel is

entirely too long...I sm not bored

here - but that is becasuse I am a-

mong persons whom I love & who are
dear to me,..

How does one spend the day here?
This is what I did yesterday which
was a8 more interesting day than o-
thers, At seven in the morning - I
was up already. Drank tea snd zwie
back, and then recited the morning
brayers, Jacob Vengérin and I pray
8% home on the weekdays,

Then, we begin to write letters.
Generally, letter-writing is among
the routine matters of life, here,
(I personally write only on & mar-
ket-day, when the others are occu-
Pied in the store, and on Sundays,
when the Christians leave church &
a8t this time too, my relastives are
busy in the store., At othar times,
we spend the days in talking while
drinking "a glezel tay", or we are
walking), Anyhow, everyone was en-
gaged in writing letters,.., Mother
Sat at the table, in her bed-room;
Jacob wrote at the dining-room ta-
ble, & Baileh, at the desk in the
store.,.gnd Gitel had already writ
ten, So, she busied herself in the
kitchen, preparing lunch, which is
eaten at any time; for there is no
Set time for having a mesl, I walk
ed here & there, from the store to
the dining-room, smoking cigarette
after cigarette,

To whom are they writing? To the
children, says my mother - who has
such an international family -~ to
Mushe and Mary in South Africa; to
Joe in Fhiladelphia; to Feivel, in
Kovno; to Basya (Gitel's daushter)
in Palestine,...

Since I returned frono Russia, it
rained almost every day and we did

O Y O o W O B O OB OB W K MY e N o e e
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4, ,eave the house. Today - it is
- b put very cold for this sea-
:1°‘§é the year. llother says: "Far
“mbogerkes in unzer gorten iz aza
e an emeser chalef",...

‘ “gorah Riva (mother of Mrs Stella
' 1ags of Philsdelphia) csme to our
to thank ms for the letter,
Sich gshe received yesterday, from
naT daughter..e.fhy she thanked me

a0 not kmow,...If those who have
g2 old father or mother in Europe,
yould only have seen the happiness
and joy in Sarsh Riva's eyes, full
of tears, & if they only had heard
gith what ecstacy she told of eve-
ry detail in her daughter's letter
- yes, these children, then, would
paver fail to write often to their
;‘rents..o,o

i1 s 1

e sit down for "onbeisen" (that
is, lunch). That do we eat? An om-
elet, a piece of herring, strawber
rles and cream, a glass of coffee,
#2r five persons - this meal costs
less than two lits (about 35¢).

Often I wonder, why people stand
82d watch how a house is torm down
ssobut now I understand...Some per
oz8 were cutting down a tree - in
‘22 market-place, Two peasants di-
ligently chopping away with axes &
8 third one pulling a rope tied to
‘he tree-top, The deep-rooted tree
T23i3ts strongly. It does not want
O be removed from the place where
' grsw,,,but the ax wins, and the
‘Tes falls down...Thus I stood and
;3tchei the procedure, not realiz-
c:% that an hour passed, ‘Thy? Be-
;;uﬂe there is nothing else to do;
~) this algo is interesting....

A in the day 7e had a visit-
C; 11 the store. One losheh (a son
4. -0erm-el Shiyals) came to Pone-
21 for his aspnnual visit. His home
S ——

is in Birzs.He comes to Pomedel for
his fatkher's yahrzeit, This Losheh
was one of my fellow-students - in
my youth - in the "shtibel". Lbout
three o'clock, we go with him - to
his mother's home, He called other
Jews also (from the street) and we
recited the minchah service, Jacod
Vengerin & I went home,,.but there
is nothing to do... 7@ already had
read the "blatt"™ (newspaper)... So
we declded that we ought to go eat
supper. This was about 5,00 P,M.,,
At supper, we sat at the table for
about two hours; & after the meal,
Gitel placed the samovar on the ta
ble, and then she and Baileh wsash-
ed the dishes,

About nine at night, we went for
a walk in the "poosten sod" & till

the "mohilnik" (Christian cemetery)

and back, Mlother didn't go with us
- she rested on the bench near the
house, At ten o'clock - we went %o
S8leeDevses

And this is the life of the Jew,
the small store~keeper, in the lit
tle cities and towns of Lithuanis,
Like a shadow, he fleets, day in -

day out...On the surface it appears

that everything is well with Jews;
but there are over a hundred fami-
lies of Jews in the town - and not
all of them are store-keepers; and
not all store-keepers earn a live-
lihood...I believe it is not an ex
aggeration to ssy that only ten of
the Jews in Ponedel earn a living,

A large majority live only, on the

"dollars™ and "pounds" sent them..
and most of the Jews do not live -
they merely exist,..The people are
not at fault,,.They want to work &
earn...but there is nothing to do,
IIo one who is able ought to forget
his friernds in the "old horxe",

Only last week, this happrened in
Ponedel. A storekeeper had to tra-
vel to Rakishok. So he engaged one
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teamsters.The latter's wife

ster was in Birz & he wouldn't

’s#‘mrn till four in the morning,..

ﬁsuver - at eizht in the mormning,

: alresdy was at the Btorekeepers

..He returned at midnight of
&ay; and for the entire jour-
gnd time (sixteen hours) -- he
Tscaived five lits (some 85 cents)
“” .on the morrow, his horse died;
*'ere teamster was left without a-
peans of making a living...(For
strious reasons - I have not given
¢ne names of the teamster or store
ge2per)....Mhen the people need so
very little to live = it is heart-

3@6 o
328t

yresking that this "little” cammot

j-3 gotten. sece

PONEDEL, londay, July 15, 1935

It is six o'clock in the morning
23 I am writing this letter., Arose
l25e today (at 5,00 AM,) & mother
c3 already recited her prayers...
E.2 prays daily aloud, & I like to
lis in bed and listen to her pray-

inz, so devoutly... :

- Jow, my mother is in the garden,
2xamining the cucumbers, which are
%% doing so well - because of the
¢old weather.....The maid prepares
‘2e samoyar (called - Mshtelen dem
®amovarn),,,To do so without caus-
23 8 smoke in the house is an art
- 8nd this is how it is dome:- The
2330var is placed neer the stove &
® lons pipe is attached to the cen
Opening, where the "kinelech"
(Xinelech are slender slivers
~ Wocd), The attached pipe enters
%2 chimney of the stove, creating
1 2ir current which "draws" smoke
*37 ths ssmovsr into the chimmey.

Fhese connections can't be made
a{tﬂen the samovar must be put out
«de,,,,.Gitel is in the store for

géi\ggpnot sit long in ome place &

>

tal
e.
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»
to

rest, If she has nothing to do she
goes for a walk,..,..,Jacob & Baileh
sleep late -- even till seven ALl
They sleep on the "shalke" (a sort
of second floor) & they don't even
hear the corowing of the roosters,
They admitted that, they never yet
saw "vie men treibt arois die kuh,
in feld"...The time for teking the
cows %o pasture is sboud four A.M.
sees(Intermission: The letter must
wait, for the tea is ready & after
I drink tea and zwieback, and then
pray, I will write more).

Last Ssturday (July 12) we had a
visitor from Poniviez, His name is
Jacob Kahn -- an old friend of the
family; an interesting person; and
a linguist, BEr ret fliesig yidish,
govorit po-rooski, kalbes po-letoo
veskeh, me-dabair be-lashon ivris,
spricht deutsech - and ooni - booni
mooni (this means:- he understands
esperanto),..He also might've been
a physician, had he completed that
course; he is a mathematician,, . he
sings Yiddish sings....2nd recites
selections from Sholom Aleichem,.,.,
& earns a living as a book-keeper,
in 8 bank in Poniviez, He remsined
with us till Sunday night - and we
had an enjoyable time,..

In the synagogue, this Saturday,
there was interference at the read
ing of the Zorsh.....The aggrieved
persons did not let phe reading of
the Porah proceed, This is the se-
cond time such a thing happened in
Ponedel while I am here, The first
time the shochatim complained that
8 butcher threatened to attack one
shochet if he would declare as un-
fit (traifsh) that butcher’s cow,,
+eoAnd this time, the people began
to discuss the problem of a Lonken
(pasture land)....The story is too
long to write it dowvn here - but I
will give part of a speech made in
shul by one of the townsmen.,....Ee
walked up on the Bimah (platform),

ME B B B W e
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TAIB'S 1.0G-BOOK mentioged. On Sunday, July 2lst, I
31353 (continued from page 111)| will be in Poompiyan - where I was

a nis fist on the tabel - and
3‘35? ~priends - for many yesrs we
pasture land behind the bath
where our cattle and horse
This land belongzs to the

2 1p now, & the Jewish horses now
7o't have a place on Sabbath days
: pence, 1 sey, that = Jews mst
(with God's help), to

}:gse -
.'158‘1‘ o o0

se®

pnjiles. eece omt was deCided? R
=at the Porah be read, & that the

gervices proceed...

fast night (Sunday) the Zionists
;ited, Picket # 1 got 8l votes; 76
rsceived 38 votes; and # 3 had on=-
two votes,..Pwo more votes were
disqualified; the Revisionists and

lgudists refused to vote....So the

gionists-Socialists won, & the FPo=-
padel Jewish Youth is overjoyed.

Jacob Vengerin went to a meeting
¢? the ™aldibus” (city council) -
¢? which he is a member; and there
together with the other members, a
dacision will be reached about the
2sture lsnd,.. So much for Gommmun
<1l 8ffairS.eee

The "Megillah" which you sent me
(see page 93) arrived on July 1l3..
Toet ghall I tell you? The Megilsh
taused a furore in the house.,They
Tanted to knmow, where you got such
3 lonz piece of paper...Seeing the
latter, I realized you are on vaca
“lon,,.I cannot snswer each one in
“viduslly who wrote on the Megil-

h but I thank each and every one
3 this time.s.o

U7 tentative program from now is
i3 follows:- On Friday, July 19th,
‘* "1l 50 to Poniviez, where as a
J5uth, I went to "cheder"” and will

2_ths zuest of Jacob Kehn already

born., Maile Fehler (a cousin of my
mother) lives there, There, I will
be together with my sister Gittel,
snd on Tuesday (July 23) I return,
to Ponedel, The first week in Aug-
ust, I will spend with my brother,
Feievel, in Kovno....A letter from
the French Line informed me -~ that
my cebin on the Normandie is 813b,
leaving Havre on August 14...There
is an addiitional charge for travel
ing on this boat, and tickets cost
more after August 1lOth...

PONEDEL, Thurs, July 18, 1935

It is 2,00 P,M, Siveh Asar B'tam
muz (s fast day), and we just came
from shul where we attended Mincha
services...So now, we will eat....
As you see, even in Ponedel -- the
modern spirit has permeated....and
there is hardly a "minyen" (religi
ous quorum) who fasted this dsy...

We visited the Hachnosas Orchim,
where poor Jewish itinerants & beg
gars get lodging & food for a day,
or 80.....This place has two clean
rooms,...Tk2n,went to see the bath
house and the "mikveh", It {s much
nicer then I remember it from thir
ty years ago, The "mikveh" now has
g pump, for filling it with water,
and modern measns for removing, and
for warming water.,.The Mikveh 1is
heated every Monday & Thursday; &
the bath-house is heated only once
a month and before holidays. I was
informed that all the improvements
were maede with the donation, given
by Simon snd Ida Sussman when they
visited Ponedel in 1931.

The Ponedel Jews always have some
local issue that gives life to the
cormunity. As examples:- recently,
they had the elections for the Zi-
onist Congress (about which I have
already written to you).Thers were

N W W W W B ey ey mis O e SR EBaw  femw W



e LT TP

EEEAAEERENRENENENNENNNENH

R Gt

180% the
> 9"’2;5 pasture-land issue provided

Y poug
08 B0 %

- gyere 18

31, 1935

SUSSMANETWS

Page 116

27, 13'S LOG-BOOK (cont)

debates, and even a par=-
Hebrew School children!

e8,

0! gpd arguments and accusations
‘i gll sorts. Finally, the pasture
= ht back by the Jews & rent
he Jewish community (Kehil-
twenty-£five years....zen
the permanent issue about

m the girls, In all Lithua-
E;i:gvms (Ponedel included)there
{3 an excess of girls,..daids with
gopey (nadsm, dowry), axd without.
young girls, old ones, all degrees
of beauty - but all with one hope,

1s8) 0T

p apd thought:- "Where can one get a

c2080n",..Then there is the watch-
{ag of any young man, who comes to
sown...Everyone speculates whom he
esme to g2ee; what he does; and his

R o T T L T

wattaataniabihisereele

B,.-VA.-PA, -- (cont. from p, 114)

Having previously decided on our
course, we headed straight for the
Eaval Academy, A8 we entered - the
first sight that greeted us, was a
"vorkout"™ of what appeared %o be a
sail-bdat class., (Po anyone inter-
¢sted, I will gladly show the mov=-
ing-picpures I took here and else-
¥here on the trip)...We then start
¢d on a self-directed tour, of the
dcademy grounds. It is an enormous
Place consisting of a library, hos
Pltal, gymnasium, dormitories, re-
Creation hslls, etc...A meal and a
20vie gompleted the day's work.

Uednesday, and business attended
0, to Washington.Some 30 miles of
&ooth road led uas to a city, that
73 to hold for us -- that is, for
“ary -~ bad luck, The Capitol was
"% 2ir3t (and last) stop.First we
‘2% to the Sennte Chembers.It was
“SQewvhat of a thrill to see all in
3‘3 place such notables as V,-Eres.

it

=

J&ner, Sen, Wagner, LaFollete..&.

movenents are carefully watched,.,,
This is the way people spend their
time, in additdon to making a liv-
ing,..foverty, however, is extreme
among the Jews,,..

Yesterday I went around the town
with a photographer and he took ma
ny pictures of houses and persons,
You will see how people live,,This
week I visited "Yokishek™ - a farm
farm once known as the "galach's -
fulvarik", This place now is owned
by the Flax family., They are among
the three Jews in Ponedel who have
a8 permit to buy land,...In general
Jews are not allowed to own or cul
tivate land in Lithuania,..

I am awaiting the arrival of the
Sussmanews Jjust as a religious Jew
waits for Mosi-ach....

In the Senate reception-room -- we
succeeded in introducing ourselves
to, & shaking hands, with Sen, Guf
fey of Penna,.(We shall be happy to
let whoever wishes, shake the hand
that shook the hand that shook the
hand of the President).

Now, the sad part of our story!!
Ambitiously Henry & I began the oir
cular climb to the dome of the Ca-
pitol, We climbed two-thirds of the
way when Henry began to feel a diz
ziness, We stepped out at the land
ing for a rest, It was there, that
Henry, leaning over the railing --
suddenly loosemned his hold.....and
Plop! - fell baock, head first.....
eefiithin a few minutes - the gunard
was up. When he recovered from his
faint, Henry was taken down to the
guard’s booth, where he rested for
gome time, until he felt better...
«+A Severe kmock on the head has a
funny way of making one vmant O see
a dootor... e arrived in Zhilsdel
phia the same evening ("Tednesday),
Henry executing a neat driving job,
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xﬁgL”EBSE; By Hirsh Laib Sussman

41 1057

jous jnstallments appeared on

*“ng, 80, 90, 99, & 108. The Log
' .lated from the Yiddish...)

*

iz'crans

PONEDEL, July 256, 1935

‘f;1o days ago (on Tuesday) I came

: a0x from a trip to Koopishok, Po-

and Poompiysn, Gitel accom

‘1p goopishok - we spent only two
wours 88 guests of the merchant Mr
;reitzig - an old friend of the fa
A 1T s and with whom my father used
so deal years 8g0. Koopishok is in

way any different from the typi
cal Lithuanisan small town.

fhen we went to Poniviez - which
{g a larger, more attractive town,
#311 of life, It has fine streets.
¥any of them are paved with smooth
stones, A number of "drozhkes" are
lined up in the market-place, wait
ing for customers...but the coach-
zen just wait and doze....foniviez
233 a power plant, snd the streets
nsya electric lights, There are al
30 many three-story nouses.

Among the Jewish institutions of
doniviez are "Tarbut" and "Yavneh"
(two Hebrew Gymnasiums - schools);
a large modern hospitel; and a Ye-
saivah (Talmudical college), which
328 high standing in Lithusnia. It
i3 a three-story building, erected
2% the expense of a Mr. Rubinstein
(3 rich Jew of Poniviez). The Heb-
27 Gympssium "Yavneh" was erected
»arough the efforts of Rabbi Yosef
f3nanman who went to South Africa,
224 obtained money for the institu
*fon from Mr, Luria (originally of
‘Cniviez), who is kmown as the "po
X of Africa.....l visited
: fyiand in his leather-store, and

9

J7had him reading 3 Hebrew bookK --
;°ledos Hafilosofia Be=-yisrael" --
2d later I was at his home in the

.
I R PRI n
W-King

evening. This men is Motel Plotzky
- a cousin of Al Heller (of Fhila-
delphia).,

By automobile, Poompiyan is orly
one hour travel from Poniviez . Here
one again sees the poor Lithuanian
small town, Sixty Jewish families,
living in gloom and poverty, There
are no pavements, no electriocity -
nothing that would indicate we are
living in the year 1935...However,
this is the Lithuaniasn town...

However, we ceme to Poompiyan to
visit our relatives, snd we had &n
enjoyable time, e were greeted so
cordially snd warmly that it was a
pleasure to be there, Our first vi
sit was to the home of my mother's
cousin Maile Fehler, He is the fa-
ther of Jacob Fehler of South Afri
ca, He lives in an aspartment, over
his store, together with his daugh
ter and son-in-law Hodel and Notel
Kramer. They have a small daughter
(Sheveh Lesh), Ve also were-at the.
home of Hirsha Fehler (another son
of Maile)., Later we stopped at the
home of Mrs, Riva Kramer who lives
with her son Yisroel - who married
a few months ago.....¥e were sSorry
that we could not stay longer, but
ny time is limited now...

Ponedel always has something, to
talk about. On Tuesday night, July
23, a "meshulach" from a Kovmo Ye-
shiveh was in Ponedel, He spoke in
the synagogue before Ma-ariv,..His
lecture I cannot repeat, for to do
go, one must motion with his thumb
and spit on the floor,...On Wednes
day night (July 24) & "chazan"vis-
jted the town. After la-ariv -- he
gave a concert of Yiddish amnd HEeb-~
rew folk songs. The listeners were
anchanted, 3ll except Aaron Rabino
witz, the shochet, who frecusntly
gaerves as a cantor - and considers
himself a musicien,...Then, 8 oir-
cus csme to towm this week...A big
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. 35— 78'S LOG-BOOK (cont) My brother-in-law Jacob Vengerin
: ;;ESH told me to give him some candy. He

e - L

. was put up in the marketplace
Sﬁnttwo Lithuanian flags are over
322 A1l kind of tricks are said to
8 rformed inside of the tent...
b fz true, that there are no ani-
1:13 ijn this circus,..but who says
tnat 8 circus must have animals?

" a8t night a small boy distribut
ciroculars that a "world-renown-

¢d chazan of Utian™ will daven and
ve 8 concert in the shul..,.Here

{3 8 verbatim report of my convers

gation with the lad:=-

girsh Laib: How old are you?

Boy: I em eight years old.

g£,L. Whers is your mother?

Boy. Mother is at home.

2.L. And father, where is he?

30y. Papa is in Argentins.

E,L., How much are you getting for

this work?

Pwenty cents (Lithuanian).

To what party do you belong?

To the Z.3. (Zionist Social=

ist Party).

Why do you belong to the Z.S.

Becaugse it i$ for the poor.

And the "Agudah™ is pno good?

It is no good.

But the Agudah is religious,

It is not so religious,.

How do you know?

In our house lives a girl,who

belongs to the Agudah - and I

saw her fixing her stoekings,

on the Sabbath.

And the 2,3, is religious?

Sure, All, who belong to the

2,35, pray three times a day.

And you also pray?

Indeed, I pray.

« Whet will you do with the twen
ty cents?

39F7.
a. L'
30y.

2.5L.
3o07.
1, L.
3oy.
i, L,
3oy,
8,1,

By,

Soy. I'will go to the circus.
E-L. By yourself?
“07. Zo, I will not go to the cir-

cusz, I will give the nmoney to
~—_2other, She will buy bread.

thanked me and went away to comtin
ue to distribute the notices.

Visitors from Birz came to see me
on Tuesday last, They were Abram &
Shaineh Fisher (a cousin of lorris
Suseman of Elizabeth, N.,J.). They
asked me to convey their thamks to
their aunt Mrs, Jennie Sussman (of
Elizabeth) who sent them money re-
cently. Their daughter was sick, &
the money was most useful, Now the
child is convalescing,

PONELSEL, Tuesday July 30, 1936
Todesy, I received the Sussmanews
of July 19th, This is the last num
ber of our paper which I will read
in Lithuania,...and this letter is
the LAST OHE which I will wride to
you for the "Log-book"™., (NOTE: Lou
is left Ponedel on August 4 on his
way to the United States,,...Bd.)

It is the fourth day since it be
gan to rain gnd it is cold; & here
in Ponedel when it rains one feels
gloomy...00t a soul in the street.
Everyone sits in the house & waits
for clear weather. My mother says:
"So many Jews have rented orchards
and gardens (for business) - & the
rain snd wind will ruin them,..But
the "ribono-gshel-olen™ knows what
he does, and one must not sin",,..

I do not know what to write; not
because there is a dearth of daily
events, but rather because I've ac
customed myself to the life in the
small town, eand I don't "see™ much
anymore, Bverything appears so na-
turally in place,

Recently, my sister Mrs, Baileh
Vengerin lesft for a vacation, in a
place near Zovno, Jacob and I went
to see her off at the trsin-depot.
The train of cars is made up of,...

(continued

next page)
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g

car - and 1t runs from Ponedel
Z‘:’SuopiShOKo oo
107 gumber of persons in Ponedel
s vistting me', and giving me all
s -ta of addresses of their relat-
f:ea in America - asking me to see
wen 8nd ask them to write.....and
$2 gend moneY.eeeel tTry to explain
4 Bellingheim, Washington & Los
oles are far away from Philadel
where I live, and that it is
zot easy for me to go to these ci-
t1e3 and see the people,..But it’'s
u;aleas........."s-macht nit ois”,
oze woman Says. "Wy Itzikel and oy
yayerel are very good children.You
7i11 call them on the telephone, &
they'll surely come %to see you...
ipother calls me into his house, &
ahows m2 the picture of his 4 sons
sho live in the United States. Two
are in Sheffield, Alabema, and the
sther two live somewhere else - he
doegnl!t know where, He wants me to
332 theM......l Sa8y: "™But I do not
o7 where the other two live"...&
ke answers: "Smacht nit., Ir vet em
ghain derkenen™e.....A girl (close

L A

to forty yesrs old) tells me thuts:
"I have a cousin in Norfolk, three
in New York, & two in Chicago.When

you come to America tell them that

if each cne sent me 200 dollars, I

would have enough "nadan”, & would
be able t0 MATTTeeecocsses.On® 0ld
woman says to me "Why did you come

from America? Had you come from AI
rica - I would be able to send Ye-
gards to my Avremel who lives thir
ty kilometer from Johannesburg”.,.

All these stories are not imagina-

ry. They actually happened, and it
shows how the Lithusnisn Jews must
now depend on American relativss..
7411 some five years ago, they re-
cedved help from America, Economic
depression has cut off this aid, &
a large part of the Jews in Lithua
nia are in dire needsS..e..

My best regards, to every ome of
our relatives,.,.And so, Samuel, I
close my Log-book -- hoping to see
you soon in Fhiladelphia,

Your
Hirsha Laibd

T T T e R O e T T T AT
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FALSE ALARU

Plorence and Bussile
ussmsn felt sorry for
22 Joor cat, They not
iced how it was suffer
lng ag 1t struggled to
stard up,..They wanted
}0 do something to re-
eva it...

S0,..e00 sooner did
‘hay arrive home, than
florence looked up cer
“ain Trhone numbers in
“22 telephone boOK....
irzt,.,.,.2he called tke
+2,3.A...then the lor

3 -y

<

L

rs

i PP
213 Refuge....then the

electrical buresu -~ at
City Hall...%..the Mor
ris Refuge 889111. eccce
Finally, she succeeded
in evoking one promise
that the suffering ocat
will be called for lat
er in the aftermoon...

Nussie was appointed
to keep an eye, on the
cat till the ambulance
would call for ift..cee
Every few minutes - he
would run to the porch
window,look at the cat
for a few seconds, ard
then report...that the

cet was still eiling..

This he repeated sever
al times,,.,until,,.fus
gie came running into
the dining room with..
"Gee, the cat isnt out
there any more...."

An investigating par
ty went out & verifiled
the statement. Looking
around for the animal,
they espied it, stroll
ing along very nonchal
antly....Later, it was
learned that the cat's
"gickness™ anounted to
nothing more - than an
enpty stooSchess.

30 what?




